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or 6.5; a Hundred, to thoſe that gi ve them away. | 


ALE T TE RtoaFriegd, an- 
cerning the Great Sin of ITA. 
king God's Name in Vain, &c. 


SIR. | and N 
HAT regard you already have for Virtue 
*. and Piery, — me have ſincere Re- 
ſpect and Friend ſhip fe r you. And I can't 
better expreſs the Sincericy of my Friend · 
| ſhip, than by being ſerviceable to you in a 
VVVVMaeatter of the greateſt Concern ;] mean, 
the promoting your Piety to a ſtill higher, and yet but 
abſolutely neceſſary Degree. | | 

I gladly do you the Juftice to ſay, that I have not ob- 
ſerv'd you to he guilty of tranigreſſing any one of the 
Ten Command ments (taken in their large extent, or ſo as 
to comprehend under them the Whole of the Chriſtian 
Religion) but the Third;nor even that, but in one reſpect, 
viz. Takbing the Name of God in Vain, according to the 
more proper Acceptation of the Words, ie. ia memion - 
ing the Name of GOD or LORD in Common Di ſcourſe, 
wichcut any Need, or upon Trivial Oecaſions. 

I am ſorry I muſt ſay, chat I have obſerv d you, more 
than once, Faulry herein. At the firſt I miſtruſted my 
ewn Ears, being willing co think che Fault lay rather in 
. them, than in you. As ſoon as it appeared, where the 
Fault truly lay, [ cou'd not but wonder, that you who in 
other reſpects ſhew ſo juſt a Senſe ot che Honour due ta 
60, ſhould ſeem fo little ſenſible of che Hiſhonouring 
GOD in this reſpect. A ' &. 4 Þ% . 
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The Love I owe hoth to God and you, made me re- 
ſalve to admoniſh you of this your great Sin, aſter ſuch. a 
manner as ſhould be moſt likely to be effectual, and con- 
ſequenrly to draw up this Paper, and communicate it to 
JOU, 9 os 22 IE. 2 0 K 
d collvince you then of che moſtiſatal Miſchief you 
ex paſe your ſelt. o, by this ſingle ſintul Freedom, I need 
but apply to you the Argument us'd by St James (Ch. 2. 
v,1 091 1.) Whyfoever ſhall keep the Whale Law as to other 
Points, and yer offen in tne Point, He i eſleemed in the 
Sight of God as Guilty of tranſgreſſing All the Law. For 
be that ſaid, Thou ſhalt have no other God s but me; ſaid 
alſo, Thou ſhalt not take the Name of the Lord thy God in 
vain. Now, thou baſt no other Gods but the True Gad, yet 
Jon tutze the Name of God in vain, thou art beedme, in 
the Sight of GOD, 4 'Tranſereſſor of the Law, i. ein the 
meaning of St. Fumes, ſuch a Tranſgreſſor, as has no 
Right to Saleation by the Golpel-covenanr, tiſſ he has 
particularly repented of this Sin, and actually renounc d 
. and for ſaken it. Add hereto that other Argument us'd 
by the ſame Apoſtle (Ch. 3. v. 11; 12.) in a Cafe very 
near-akin'ro yours,” Does a forntatn ſend forth at the 
fame plate fweek Water and bitter? Can the Fig. tree 
bear u herriet? Ox a Vine 'Figs'? So can no Foun- 
tain borh yield ſalt Water and freſ. 

Hence you may learn, Sir, that Taking the Name of 
GOD ννj,n g tR“ it be the only ſinful Freedom 1 
kno you guiſty of yer is enough to Marr all your other 
Acts of Reſigign and Piety; ſo to imbitter them, as 
to render. them Not. acceptabſe to GOD, and conſe- 
queritly Not-avaflable to your Salvation. Which is 
ſo''dreadful a: Conſide ration, that, as I can t uſe a 
more Powerful ane to convince you of your Dangerous 
Srate, ſo I cate ſuppoſe you could ever have ſufter'd 
your ſelf to Tate D Name in vain, had this Con- 
fd erutiom xher eme into your Thoughts. ? 

To telle freely my Sentiments: I look upon it as 
a * piece of Satan, (that grand Enemy to 55 - 
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Glory, and Man's Salvation). to be able ſo to bring 
things about. as that Taking tbe Name of LORD or GOD 
in vain ſhou}d be ſo generally eſteem d, and that even 
by (otherwiſe) Gocd or Religious Perſons, either Na 
Offence at all, or elſe a Very Small Offence, For Chari- 
ty obliges me to think, that ſuch Perſons could never 
vt firſt have fallen into, much leſs have conrinu'd in, 

ſuch a Practice, Habitual Practiee, had not this Noti- 
on obtain'd among them. | 

To undeceive you therefore, and others into whoſe 
Hands this Paper ſhall come, (it being Publiſh'd, in 
arder to be Serviceable, to put a ſtop to fo Epidemical 
or Fublick-a Sin,) let ir be confider'd, 1. How very 
frequent this Leſſon is taught us in Scriprure, that 
GOD's Name is Holy; particularly Pſalm 111. 9, 
Holy and Reverend is His Name. His Name is Holy, . 
i. e. Never to be us'd.but on Hol). or Religious Oc- 
caſions: His*Name-is Reverend, i. e. never to be us 
even on Holy Occaſions, but with ;Reverence,”. © 
2. Let & be conſidered, that the contrary Practice 
is ſo very Offenfive to GOD, as that He hath thought fig 
not only Particularly and expreſly to forbid ir, but o 
make this Prohibition a diſtin Command cf tte 
Decalogue, And ic is Remarkable, that to prevent 
our being miſtaken in the Meaning of the ſaid Com- 
mand, as to the Point before us, Taking of GOP's 
Name in vain is not barely intplyd under Swearing . 
in vain, as a leſſer din under a greater, (tho* this be 
done in other Commands of the Decalogue) but Tab. 
ing GOD's Name in vain is the Sin expreſly forbid ia 
the Third Gommand, and Swearing in vain, &c, com- 
prehended under it, as being one fort of Taking GOD”: 
Name in vain. + | 

3. Let it be confider'd, that Not Tabing the Name? - 
ef GOD in vain, is not only made an expreſs and diſtin& 
Command ot the Decalogue, but .chis Command 12 
alſo peculiar!y enforc'd with a ſevere Threat expreſſ 
denounc d a gainſt. ſuch as ſhould tranſgreſs. it: Hor 
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the LOR 2 jll not held him Guiltleſs that taketh his 
Nate in win, White the Expreſſion, The LO RD 
with! not, pol UN Yiſtleſs, denores, that GOD will nat 
1 ron a ST as eny on à General Repen- 
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race Uf u. on- Cuf F Mbegging Pard on for our Sins? 
in general ;” but will tequite a Special and More 
than Ordinary or Daily Repentance for the ſame, as be- 
ing a Sin of an High Nature, | | 1; 5281 
4. Let it be conſider'd, that the Command for Not 
tabing in udin, r which'ts the fame, for Hallowing the 
Numè of go, ] in the Decalogue fer before the Com- 
mand tor a9 rv 14 et If therefore Vot Hal- 
lbwing the $abbitth de Light Offence, a great Sin; than 
Not Hallowing the Nam: of GOD muſt be ſo likewiſe, as 
beidg requir d before the other. And I the rather 
take notice of this, becatife ſome Rigidly Scrupulnus 
as to the Hallowing of the'Subbath-day, are far tx 
being Scrupulous of Tabing'GOD's Name Tir vin. 
5. Let it be _configer'd that: the Duty of the Third 
Commandment, is of ſö high an Importdice in the 
diglit of GOD; and conſequentlyrhe Tranſgreſſion of 
it, a Sin of ſo high a' degree, that our bleſſed Saviour 
judge d it in a ſpecial manner neceſſary to ſer his Fol- 
lowers right, as to the True Intent of the ſaid Com- 
mand ment. Anf therefore has given us in his Divine 
Sermon (Aab. 5. 33; 37.) an Expoſition of this Com-. 
mandment in particular, Wherein he informs us 
(agreeably to what. have above obſerv'd in the 2d 
Conſideration) that by the faid Command ment We are 


not only forbid to Swear at all in vain, or in Com- 


mon Converſation; but are alſo injoyn'd to let our 
Communication be yea, yea, nay, nay; i. e. Plain Affir- 
mations or Negations, enforc'd (if need be) by being 
repeated: For Whatſoever i more than theſe and conſe- 
quenely the bare mention of rhe Name of GOD or 
LORD, cometh of Evil; or as the liſt Words ſhould ra- 
ther be render'd, Comes of the Evil one, i. e. of the 
Devil, that Grand Enemy to the Honour and Glory 


of GOD. | 
 6thly 
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6chly and laſtly, Let ir be conſider'd, that in that 
moſt Excellent and Comprehenſive Form of Prayer, 
which our Bleſſed Saviour has left us for our Daily 
Uſe, the very ' firſt Petition is this, Hallowed be thy 
Name. Whereby is plainly denoted, that the Hallow- 
ing the Name of Go is a Duty of the Firſt Rank ; and 
conſequently the Not Hallowing, or Tabing in vain 
the Name of God, muſt be a Sin of che-Firſt Rank. 
The foremention'd Confiderations are, Sir, I think 
abundantly ſufficient to Convince you, and any other, 
that the bear Taking the Name of GOD or LORD'in 
vain, is no ſmall, but a very great Sin; an Act highly 
Offenſive to Almighty GOD: And therefore that it is 
not without Juſt Cauſe that I thus Admoniſh you of 
che Infinite Danger, and moſt Dreadful Miſery you 
ar&**pos'd ro, by being Guilty of Commitring, Habi- 
tut Committing this great Sin; until you have 
obrain'd GOb's Pardon for ir, by à Special, Solemn, 
and Practical Repentanee; ſo as nor only to be hearti- 
9 lorry for what is paſt, but truly to renounce and 
orſake the ſaid Sin for the future. | 

To make you further ſenfible, whar need there is of 
a Special and Severe Repentance for what is yaſt, be 
pleas'd to recollect, how ven often you may have 
thus highly offended GOD by this Sin. Upon my 
own Obſervation I muſt tell you, chat you have with. 
in half an Hour taken the Name of GOD cr LORD in 
vain Three or Four times, to ſpeak the leaſt, And 
tis likely that you have us'd che ſame ſinful Freedom 
elſewhere, and at other times, as oft as when I made 
the Obſervation ; there being nothing which could 
tempt you to the ſaid Sin, at that time, any more 
than at any otber. Now accord ing to this Proportion, 
conſider how often you have probably offended GOD 
in ſo high a manner every Day, eſpecially when you 
have been engag'd in Company. And then conſider 
further, how long, how many Tears you have been 


guilty of uling chis ſinful Freedom, From theſe = 


hey 
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haſt Conſiderations put together, you may in the groſs 
make à pretty good. Guefs ar the Number of Times 
that you have provok'd GOD by this ſinful Freedom 
and as you'll find the Number to be very Great, ſo it 
will be but reaſonable, that your Repenrance ſhould 
bear a due Proportion, not only to the Magnitude of 
the Sin in it ſelf, but alſo to the Multitude of Times you 
baue committed it. 

Again, confider with your ſelf, how Many by your 
Example may have been induc'd to uſe the ſame 
Freedom, as judging it not finful, becauſe they have 
heard you uſe ir, whom they knew to be a Religious 
} Perſon, And this Conſideration (not only of having 

offended GOD your felt by this Sin, but alſo) of ha- 
i ving given ill Example co others, and thereby either 
1 led them into, or encourag'd them in the Commiſ- 
ſion of this Sin, will carry in it a new and weighty 
Motive for enhauncing the Degrees of your Repentance, 
as to what is paſt, 
As to the future, you muſt not only your ſelf keep a 
particular and ſtrict Guard over your Words; and 
hereto joyn your hearty and 4 Prayers, and de- 
vour and frequent receiving of the Lord's Supper, for 
obtaining GOD's ſpecial Grace, or the more than or- 
dinary Aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit, to enable you to 
caſt off chis ſinful Habit, and quite to forfake the 
Practice of this Sin; you muſt ( I ſay ) not only do 
this your own ſelf, but it will be alfo very requiſite 
and beneficial for you to defire your Friends, with 
whom you are wont to keep Company moſt, that 
they wouid be ſo truly your Friends, as to watch you 
likewiſe in your Diſcourſe, and to give you faithful 
Notice, if ever they hear you nſe the fame finful 
Freedom; and alſo that they would Pray ro GOD 
for you ifi a ſpecial manner, as co the Caſe be- 
fore us. 

And as by Your Re _- have likely been the 
Uthappy Occaſion, either of leading other, — — 
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elſe confirming them inthe uſe of this ſinful Freedom; 
ſo you muſt for the future be More than Ordinary Zealous 
to Promote the Honour of God, by endeavouring to re- 
claim ſuch as you find guilty of Diſhonowring GOD by 
the like ſinful Freedom ; and it your own Prudence does 
not ſuggeſt to you a better way, you may in order 
thereto communicate to them this Paper at leaſt. 

I can'e think you can be ſo weak, as to ſeek for 
any ſnelter from that Common but in reality No Ex- 
cuſe, viz, that when you take the Name of GOD or 
LORD in vain, you dorit Unawares or Unknown to your 
ſelf. For this is an Excuſe, that may be alledg'd by 
the common Swearer, as well as by you; and theres 
fore to be ſure, carries nothing of Weight in it. In- 
deed it is ſo far from leſſening, that it aggravates the 
Crime to an High Degree; it being eertain, that a 
Perſon muſt. be ari ivd to an Habituul practice of a 
Sin before he can be guilty of committing it Vnawarer 
or Unknown to himſelj. Nor is it any better Excuſe, 


ſyor any one to urge, that he fell into this ſinful Free · 


dom he knows not how, in his heunger days, ard by 
heering it ſo familiarly.us'd: im ulmoſt all Con verſation. 

or it this be a valid Excuſe for a Chriſtian, that 
rakes GOD's Name in vain, it will alfo be:as good an 


Excuſe, it not much better, for a poor Idolatrous 


Heathen: Whereas St. Paul aſſures us, that ſuch Hea- 
then, in reſpect of their Idolatry, notwithſtanding 
the common Uſage of the Countries wherein they 
were Born and Bred, are without Excuſe, Rom. 1. 
20 And in like minner, whoſoever, amongſt us 
Chriſtians, is guilty of raking the Name of God in 
vain, is in reality without Excuſe in the fight of GOD, 
notithſtand ing the common Practice of this Sin 
amongſt Perfons of all Ranks and Orders; foraſmuch 
as GOD has ſo plainly reveal'd to us our Duty in this 
reſpect. Indeed hereupon can't forbear obſer- 
viag_again, char it is an amazing Conſideration, a 


moſt wonderful Arcifice of the Devil, ſore bring things 
| about, 
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about, that Perfons otherwiſe Religious, and who 
partici larly abhor Swearing aud Curſing, &c. and 
actually abſtain from them, ſhould yet fall into and 
live in, che ſinful Freedom of ta bing the Name of GOD 
or LORD in vain; notwithſtanding they have the 
contrary Duty fo frequently inculcated in the Scrip- 
rures, have the Ten Command ments in particular read 
co them art leaſt once every Week, and both hear 
and ſay themſelves the LORD's Prayer ſeveral times 
every Day. ; | 
| might hear pur an end to this Letter, withre- 
gard, Sir, to you for whoſe fake it was Principally 
wrote. But it may be uſeful in refpe& of Others to 
obſerve further, that by Taking God's Name in vain is 
to be underſtood, net only ſdying in Common Diſ- 
courſe and without Need, rheſe Words, o God, 0 
Tord, O Feſu, O Chrift, God God, Good Lord, or the 
like ; bur alſo uſing theſe Expreſſions, God bleſs you, 
God help you, God love you, God or Chriſt bleſs your 
| Soul, and the like. For tho'cheſe Expreſſions are Good 
In themf{eives, yet they are not to be us'd but in 2 
Religious Manner. They are ſo many ſhort Prayers, 
and therefore are to he us'd Reverently and Devoutly, 
and upen proper and ſerious Occafions : Whenever 
they are not fo us'd, they are Abuſed after a ſinful 
manner. To cry God bleſs you, do this or that filly or 
perhaps wicked thing; what is it but to Take GOD's 
Name in Vain, and to affront him in an high Degree. 
In a word, as to pray to GOD fora Bleſſing on another 
in a Serious and Reverent manner, is a great Act of 
Piery; ſo to cry, God bleſs you, (or the like) in 2 
laughing, jeſting, or otherwiſe irreverent manner, is 
a Great Ad of Impiety. | 
Ic will alſo be uſeful to obſerve, that not only uſing 
theſe Expreſſions, By God, By Jeſu, By Chriſt, By the 
Lord, &c. is Swearing, bur alſo to ſay, GOD knows. 
For what is this but ro Appeal to the Knowledge of GOD 


for the Truth of what we ſay. And therefore it what 
| we 
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ve are ſpeaking of, be only a Trifle; a Matter of ns 
ſuch Importance, as requires ſuch an, Appeal to the 
Knowledze of GOD, then to cry, GOD knows, is not 
only to Take GOD's Name in vain, but to Swear 
in vain, And I take notice of this, becauſe I have 
obſerv'd ſome not only to profeſs an Abhorrence of 
Common or vain Swearing, but actually to ab>ſtaia 
from what they take to be ſa; and yet to make no 
ſcruple of uſing familiarly, and upon any trifling ocea- 
fion, this Expreſſion, GOD Kn. In like manner 
to lay, GOD, or LOAD, I will do ſo or ſo, or the like, 
is not barely Taking GOD's Name inwain, but Swearing. ' 
in vain: For 68D or LORD, in ſuch Expreſſions, 
* as much as, By GOd, or By the LORD. And 
I chink alſo, that the Expreſſion, GOD ſo, moſt fa - 
miliarly us'd by ſome, is in reality no other than Swear- 
ing in vain. For what elſe is GOD ſo, but a ContraRtis 
on of, By GOD is it fo, or Jay ye s. | | 
And this puts me in mind of taking notice here of 
ether contracted Forms of Swearing, that are us'd 
among us, as if there was no manner of Hurt or Evil in 
them. And ſuch are theſe, Od or Ad, that is in ſhorr, 
By God; od Bud or Bud, chat is in ſhort, By God's 
Blovzd-; Odds Wounds or *Swounds, that is, By God's 
Wounds ;,'Od*s Life or 'Slife, that is, By God's Life; 
*Od's Zookers or Szookes, that is, By God's Succourss 
'0d's Semmes, that is, As God ſees me; dd, Me, that 
is, As Cod is with me, &c. Now theſe being no o- 
ther than Oaths or Forms of Swearing thus contract- 
ed, the ſame Command, chat enjoyus us nor to uſe 
the Explicit Forms, er the Words at length, does 
alſo by conſequence require us not to uſe the Contracted 
Forms, or the Words fhortned ; - foraſmuch as the 
Words are of the ſame Importanee in both Caſes. 
And therefore ſuch as uſe any of the ſaid Contracted 
Forms, (I need not add it Common Diſcourſe, becauſe 
they are never us'd otherwiſe ) may juſtly be look d upon 
and ought co look on themſelves, as guilty of Swea- 
| , > 14 *\ ring 
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ring in vain,” And the like is to be ſaid concerning 
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4} ſuch as uſe the Expreſſion, 0 Lo, ſhortened from 6 
1 Lord; tor hereby they do in reality #abe the Name of 
1 N LOD 

I ſhall conclude with obſerving, that the Sins of 
1 _ © Taking the Name of GOD in vain as alſo of Sweariyz in 
4. vain, have ſome Aggravations Pec iar to them, above 


other Sins; foraſmuch as there is no Temptation to 
| theſe Sins, ariſing either from any Gratification they 
| yield to any one of our Senſes within us, or from 
| 


any Beauty or Force which they add without to 
'> any thing that is faid by us, and which ar leaſt 
1 might nor be added by Innocent Expreſſions. 
So that to Swear in wain, or to take the Name 
of GODor LORD in wain, is to Sin only, far finning 
Jake; and ſo theſe are Sins more peculiarly of a De- 
BY wiliſh Narure, and therefore are juſtly ſaid by Truth 
f it ſelf, Our Bleſſed Redeemer, to be Sins that in-a more 
| Immediate manner come of tbe evil One, i. e. the 
Devil. | 5 
Ik chis Letter ſhall (as it ought) become inſtrumen- 
tal in convincing you, Sir, and others that Read it, 
of the great Heinouſneſs of theſe Sins, and ſo bring 
you duly to Fear this Glorious an{ fearful Name, the 
LORD thy 'GOD, (Deut. 28. 58.) I ſhall fully attain 
my End in Penning it, and by way of Return ſhall on- 
Iy defire a Place in your Prayers. | 
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dor Moſt Affectionate and 

rr ee | | 
Faithful Servant in Chriſt, 


EDW, WELLS. 


